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A commitment to sustainable packaging

Brains and the Body Count

I
f you have been keeping up with events 
you will have seen that it has been a hive 
of activity in the education quarter of the 
AIP.  Following the Australian Packaging 
Machinery Association funded 3 year 

Scholarship program for a Diploma in 
Packaging launched at AUSPACK 2009, we 
awarded our fi rst AIP funded Scholarship 
(Certifi cate in Packaging) at the PCA Southern 
Cross Packaging Awards in September and 

another AIP Scholarship to a student of industrial design and 
fi nalist in the Cormack Innovation Awards program.  Taken together, 
these scholarships amount to a serious investment by the AIP in 
delivering new talent to the industry with formal training in packaging 
technology while raising the profi le of packaging technology 
generally at tertiary levels.  It is obviously a long term plan with some 
years before we see tangible outcomes however, I see this as just 
the beginning and foreshadow a similar outreach to other key fi elds 
including food science & materials science. 
 The objective is simple - to facilitate expanding the ranks of 
formally trained packaging technologists.  We know that most 
packaging technologists start life in another fi eld, typically food 
science and then migrate (often by accident) into packaging 
technology - after all, there is no tertiary program for packaging 
technology in Australia.  The AIP courses offer the ‘new’ packaging 
technologist a chance to ‘back-fi ll’ their knowledge in a part-time 
industry based Certifi cate or Diploma program.
 However, for many well intentioned prospective ‘students’ of 
packaging technology, employed with a demanding job (due to a 
shortage of packaging technologists) and commitments at home, 
fi nding the time to undertake a Certifi cate or Diploma in packaging 
is challenging.  And then of course there is the fi nancial side. So to 
expand the ranks of packaging technologists with formal training in 
packaging technology we need to address both the level of uptake 
of training of those already in the industry and secondly, draw more 
people into the industry - preferably with their formal training already 
completed at the same time as their tertiary course.
 To upskill existing packaging technologists we need to consider 
company supported and funded training to overcome the time 
constraints and fi nancial hurdles of course fees.  Think Nèstle and 
Diageo’s corporate-wide training programs for their packaging 
teams and recently Colgate who sent their senior packaging 
engineer to complete a masters of packaging at Rochester 
Institute of Technology in the US. To support and protect corporate 
investments in training, we would recommend formal training 
agreements with staff members undertaking a course.
 Add to this industry benefactorial programs (eg: scholarships) 
to provide training opportunities outside the normal course of 
employment which are a means of promoting education with a great 
deliverable (a qualifi ed packaging technologist)... think the Australian 
Packaging Machinery Association Scholarship for the Diploma 
in Packaging which is a 3 year commitment by the Australian 
Packaging Machinery Association to training.  The AIP is working on 
other scholarship models and call on like-minded bodies to consider 
similar programs as the Australian Packaging Machinery Association 
has done.
 In the background, the AIP is working with industry on ways to 
improve training delivery including breaking large courses down into 
smaller modules that can be paid for as they are completed making 
them both more accessible and affordable for individuals and 
corporates.  This is a goal post for the future.
 Finally, there is the inclusion by packaging managers into the 
professional development & appraisal program of their staff, the 
need for formal education and participation in learning & industry 
events. These initiatives help provide more trained packaging 
technologists drawn from within the industry from other related roles 

(ergo food technologist, packaging line operation etc) however they 
do not in themselves address the education requirements of the next 
generation of packaging technologists who we need to have enter 
the industry.  We need to raise the body count!
 Apart from direct corporate recruitment, the most active body in 
the student arena is the PCA, who over many years have sought 
to raise the profi le of packaging through primary and secondary 
schools and tertiary bodies.  Industry events like the Southern Cross 
Packaging Awards are high profi le, event that harness the interest 
and intellect of hundreds of students around the country while 
exposing them to the little known industry of packaging – something 
every student touches every day but is unlikely to give much thought 
to (apart from perhaps the plastic bag debate and well run media 
scare campaigns).
 In support of such initiatives, the AIP now adds our scholarship 
programs being conferred upon students of design, including 
industrial design at these high profi le industry events staged by the 
PCA and the Cormack Innovation Awards.  These events act as a 
funnel, connecting to a large body of motivated students directly 
engaged in packaging to effi ciently distilling down to a high calibre 
individual who has the capacity to become a leader in the industry 
and draw others with them.  At the same time, the Scholarships 
achieve high publicity of the packaging industry on campus.  If we 
can spread this across other related tertiary areas then the hope is 
that we can attract increasing attention from the student community 
for a career in packaging.  The more tertiary students we can attract 
as members of the Institute, the better.
 It is of course possible that a trained packaging technologist will 
overfl ow into say marketing or procurement.  However, if this occurs 
then we also have then gained a great deal - brand managers 
responsible for NPD or procurement personnel dealing with supply 
chain with a strong technical platform in packaging from which to 
operate. So in summary, I am pleased to report that the core activity 
of the AIP - being professional development, education and learning 
- is on track and doing well. 
 In other quarters, we have staged some great branch events 
this year and are concluding the early planning of our 2010 
National Conference which will be held in Melbourne at the historic 
MCG under the theme “Back to the Future: The Art & Science of 
Packaging”.  We welcome back past sponsors and look forward to 
talking with new ones for this exciting event.
 As we draw this year to a close, I would like to thank you for your 
continued support of the AIP during the course of 2009 and wish 
yourself and your family a safe and happy Christmas.  We believe 
that 2010 will be another year of prosperity for the Institute and look 
forward seeing you at one of the events in the New Year!. 
      Craig Wellman, MAIP 

NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Find out more click here.....

AIP PARTNERS AIP PARTNERS AIP PARTNERS AIP PARTNERS AIP PARTNERS 

Find out more click here.....

Packaging Coordinator
12 month Contract

 
The Corporate Services division has an exciting opportunity for 
a methodical and project minded Packaging Coordinator to join 
the packaging team at Milsons Point.

http://aipack.com.au/index.cfm?MenuID=367
http://www.khs.com/website.php?id=/en/index.htm
http://www.hbm.com.au/
http://www.viscount.com.au/
http://www.i-grafix.com/
http://www.ferret.com.au/
http://www.yaffa.com.au/btob/pkn.html
http://www.westwick-farrow.com.au/mags/circulation.asp?origin=food
http://www.foodmag.com.au/TAG/FOOD%20Magazine
http://www.packagingmag.com.au/


For further information on how your company can exhibit or partner with the AIP please contact: 
Nerida Kelton on 07 3278 4490 or nerida@aipack.com.au

The biennial Australian Institute of Packaging (AIP) National Conference brings together leading international 
and national experts in a variety of fi elds to cater for everyone in the food, beverage, manufacturing and 
packaging industries. Keynote speakers are world-renowned experts in their fi elds and the program provides 
an extensive array of educational and technical opportunities for everyone in the industry.  The AIP National 
Conference is open to both Members and non-members and is the largest educational conference of its kind in 
the industry. A not-to-be-missed event.

Australian Institute of Packaging 
National Conference

16th & 17th of June 2010
Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG)

Proudly Supported By

2/4

http://aipack.com.au/index.cfm?MenuID=361
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NEW MEMBER

NEW MEMBER INTERVIEWS

The AIP would like to welcome Scott Foreman, 
National Sales Manager for Tronics as our newest 
member. Scott was presented with his AIP 
membership certifi cate during the Queensland 
Coca-Cola site visit.

Sascha Dal Santo AAIP
Student
University of New South Wales

NB: Sascha was the winner of the inaugural 

AIP Scholarship for the Cormack Packaging 

Awards. Sascha will commence her Certifi cate 

in Packaging scholarship in 2010.

 
Why did you join the AIP? What benefi ts do you believe the AIP offers all of 
their members?
I believe that packaging is one of the superior design elements which combine 
the two areas of product design and marketing communications together; and 
also interacts with consumers at a fi rst-hand level. These two areas are my main 
focus and interest within my studies, where I believe that being a part of the AIP 
will allow for me to enhance my passion for design and product communication 
further. I believe that the AIP offers the benefi ts of the prospect of further 
meetings and conversing with various industry leaders and professionals, which 
is very rewarding as a student.
 
How long have you been in the industry? What are your areas of expertise?
I am currently studying industrial design at the University of New South Wales. I 
have a strong interest in product design and marketing communications; these 
areas being my main focus within my studies. Within studying my Degree, I have 
completed various packaging projects – all of which have been challenging yet 
very interesting.
 

Hayden Lester AAIP
Account Executive
MercerInMotion
 
Why did you join the AIP? What benefi ts do you believe the AIP offers all of 
their members?
I joined the AIP because it is the peak body for the industry representing a range 
of different disciplines that are all related through a common goal. I also wanted 
the ability to network and meet other like-minded professionals.
 
How long have you been in the industry? What are your areas of expertise?
Since completing a Degree in Industrial Design I have been working with 
MercerInMotion. I worked in the design team for over three years before 
stepping up to take on a role developing new technologies and launching them 
to the market.
 
What is your current job role and what are your areas of expertise?
I am currently releasing a new seal-testing machine to market. It is in its fi nal 
stage at NPD and I have been involved in this project from concept development 
through the design and prototype stage. We worked with key accounts 
developing the machine and now I am assisting them to integrate the new 
technology into their lines.

NEW MEMBERS

MEMBER UPGRADE

Sascha Dal Santo Associate  NSW
Lisa Rodrick  Associate NSW
Tim Sturt Member NSW 
Jeremy Schneider Associate QLD

Philip McPhee  Member NSW

The AIP would like to welcome the following 
new Members...

NAME GRADE STATE

TECHNICAL CORNER

CLICK HERE TO READ FULL ARTICLE
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Don’t Think Like A 
Package Designer. 
Think Like A Woman. 
By JoAnn R. Hines, 
Packaging Diva

LATEST DIPLOMA GRADUATE
The AIP National Board would like to take this 
opportunity to congratulate Philip McPhee, 
Account Manager for Cormack Packaging 
for being the latest graduate of the Diploma 
in Packaging Technology. Congratulations! 
Philip has also been upgraded to a full 
Member of the Institute.

http://aipack.com.au/index.cfm?MenuID=369
http://aipack.com.au/index.cfm?MenuID=137
http://aipack.com.au/index.cfm?MenuID=135
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Don’t miss out on the latest AIP activities for 2009
ALL Members are invited to attend ANY events across the country.

CLICK HERE TO READ ARTICLE

CLICK HERE TO READ ARTICLE

COCA-COLA AMATIL SITE VISIT

The Queensland Branch recently ran a site visit to the Coca-Cola 
Amatil site at Richlands for forty of our members. The AIP would like 
to take this opportunity to thank Justin Turner and the team at Coca-
Cola for organising a great site visit.

QLD

NPC Mk3

AIP NSW TECHNICAL COCKTAIL EVENING
AND END-OF-YEAR XMAS FUNCTION

When? 
Where? 

Time? 

Speakers?

Wednesday 2nd of December
Oatlands Golf Course Club House
Bettington Road, Oatlands 
(between Pennant Hills & Kissing Point Roads) 
Club House entry opposite Ellis Street (not Oatlands House)
5.30 pm arrival for a 6.00 pm commencement
The evening concludes at approx 9.00 pm
Claude D’Amico MAIP
Market Development Manager
Innovia Films Asia Pacific Pty Ltd
Will Tompson
General Manager
The Van Dyke Press

The AIP VIC Branch ran a technical dinner in November on the 
National Packaging Covenant Mark 3. Over 80 people were in 
attendance at the function, with Gavin Williams, CEO of PCA and Ed 
Cordner, CEO of NPC as the keynote speakers for the evening.  

When? W

NSW

VIC

GRAND PLANS
Amcor Packaging engineer 
and APMA scholarship 
winner Rebecca Du AAIP 
believes good packaging is 
one of the ways world hunger 
could be prevented, reports 
Anna Game-Lopata, Editor of 
Packaging Magazine.

The Australian Institute of 
Packaging (AIP) awarded 
the inaugural Scholarship for 
the Certifi cate in Packaging 
during the recent Cormack 
Innovation Awards evening. 

INAUGURAL AIP SCHOLARSHIP 
AWARDED AT CORMACK 

INNOVATION AWARDS NIGHT

CLICK HERE TO READ ARTICLE

FINE FELLOWS AWARDED 25 YEAR 
RECOGNITION AWARD

AIP Fellows Ian Fletcher, Allan Kenny and Michael 
Halley were the latest recipients of the new 25 year 
award for the Institute. Between them they have 
contributed over  112 years of service to the AIP and 
all three have provided outstanding and significant 
contribution to the Institute. With Distinguished Service 
Awards, Life membership and now the 25 years of 
service award they have collectively received almost 
every award possible! Without people like Ian, Allan 
and Michael and the tremendous hours of volunteering 
their time over many decades the AIP would not be 
what it is today. They are a fine group of people who 
we admire and the award recognises what they have 
contributed to AIP. The AIP National Board not only 
extends their sincerest congratulations to Ian, Allan 
and Michael but also thanks them for their on-going 
contribution to the success of the institute.
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http://aipack.com.au/Content/Attachment/fine_fellows.pdf
http://aipack.com.au/Content/Attachment/Packaging_OCT09.pdf
http://aipack.com.au/Content/Attachment/AIP_Scholarship_Cormack_2009.pdf

