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The AIP is pleased to advise that 
Emeritus Professor Harry Lovell, 
FAIP has been awarded an OAM in 
the Australia Day Honours 2008. 

Emeritus Professor Harry Lovell 
a fellow of the AIP, has been 
recognised for his outstanding 
and signifi cant contribution to 
business and commerce through 
the food and packaging industries, 

particularly as an advocate for education and training.
 
While Professor Lovell has excelled in many areas, the OAM 
was awarded for his signifi cant contribution to the packaging 
industry.
 
Harry Lovell took on the Presidency of the AIP again in 2004, 
at the age of 73 when the Institute was in diffi cult times. In the 
main, it was by his decisions, efforts and generous donation of 
time and skills he put the Institute back on a fi rm fi nancial and 
organisational footing. 
 
He is always available to offer well thought out guidance for 
the current AIP Board and its Members. He is a mentor and an 
example of what can be achieved at any age, if you have the 
enthusiasm and commitment to a cause, or in his case a range 
of causes.

“On behalf of the AIP National Board and Members we offer 
well deserved congratulations to Harry. There is little doubt 
that without his hard work, usually in a voluntary capacity, the 
AIP would not be in existence today. We also have Harry to 
thank for the healthy state of our education offerings and there 
are several thousand Australians with a better understanding 
of packaging and food as a result of Harry’s teachings and 
seminars.” Llew Stephens, FAIP, National AIP President.

“This is a wonderful honour to Harry to be awarded the OAM. It 
is encouraging to see that such an enthusiastic gentleman has 
been recognised for his untiring focus and dedication to hard 

work usually in a voluntary capacity. The AIP and packaging 
education is in his blood. There are hundreds and hundreds 
of past students who are most grateful to his dedication to 
training that now have a better understanding of packaging 
as a consequence of his free sharing of his vast knowledge 
through lectures and seminars. This recognition shown to him 
is well deserved, congratulations.” Pierre Pienaar, FAIP.

“It was wonderful to read Harry’s name in the paper on 
Australia Day and the award truly refl ects the enormous effort 
Harry has for the packaging industry and how he continues to 
inject his passion and enthusiasm into the lives of those around 
him, across our industry and especially in the AIP.” George 
Ganzenmuller, FAIP.

“Without Harry’s close relationship and continuous communication 
with the IoP in England, the Diploma would not be currently running 
in Australia. His role as organiser, advocate, nurturer and mentor 
for the Diploma has ensured that the Australian packaging industry 
has the educated staff they need and deserve. The OAM was long 
overdue for someone who has tirelessly and quietly played a 
hugely signifi cant role in packaging education in Australia. Now at 
last his important contribution has been recognised”. Dr Gordon 
Robertson, FAIP.

Please join with the National Board and congratulate Harry 
Lovell on receiving his OAM and acknowledging one of the fi nest 
gentlemen in the packaging industry in Australasia.  
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Emeritus Professor Harry Lovell, FAIP 
recognised in Australia Day Honours 

2008 with an OAM

www.au.tectura.com www.aigroup.asn.au

NEW MEMBERS

Michael Burke
Darren Dean
William Shore

The AIP would like to welcome the following new Members...

Associate
Associate
Member

VIC
QLD
QLD

NAME Associate/Member State

PARTNER NEWS

CLICK HERE TO 
READ ARTICLE

CLICK HERE TO 
READ ARTICLE

Product identifi cation leaders 
Markem and Imaje are 
becoming one company

Formrite celebrates 
50 Years

The Beginning

A
s this may be my last Form Guide, I thought 

this time I’d go way back, before my time, 

back to the very beginning of Form- Rite.

 To do this I enlisted the help of an expert in the 

fi eld, the only person who could advise me, our own 

fearless founder, the person who created FormRite, 

Des Bleasdale.

 Des, a toolmaker by trade, was working as a 

salesman, that’s what they were back then, married with 

two kids he managed to buy a house near the shops on 

Warringah road just before going down the hill towards 

Offi ce Works. He set about building a lean-to in the back 

yard and with nothing but an active brain, a strong will 

and clever hands, he started   making a kids dunny seat 

for his two young boys.

 He was interested in working with plaster because 

he could mould it in to shapes, and also in fi bre glass, 

a developing resin based product that also gave 

the freedom to create things. He knew nothing at 

all about plastics, but a neighbour told him about the 

vacuum forming process, so he started to gather all the 

information he could read. He could see this process 

being a good way of making his ‘potty’, so the idea of 

the fi rst all plastic commode was born.

 At this stage Des was thinking about going into 

business for himself, so after he played about with 

the kitchen stove and the vacuum cleaner, he decided 

this was the way to go. He visited the tip, found an old 

compressor and turned it in to a vacuum pump, and with 

an old milk can as a vacuum tank he was underway.

 Based on the information he had gathered, he made 

a mould, complete with plug and set about making a 

plastic potty. After perfecting his idea he put on his well 

worn salesman cap went into town to visit the major 

department stores of the time, David Jones, Anthony 

Hordens and a company called London Baby Carriage, 

they were all interested.

 In 1957, Des rented space in a small unit on the now 

Warringah Mall site which didn’t exist at that time, it 

was just a big swamp. He needed a name to go into 
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TECHNICAL CORNER
CLICK HERE TO READ ARTICLES

I want 
more 
packaging

Not ready for 
prime time 
packaging

Packaging 
resolutions 
you can keep

I hate 
packaging

Filling and Packaging        Worldwide

http://www.aipack.com.au/Content/Attachment/Markem_Imaje.pdf
http://www.aipack.com.au/Content/Attachment/Formrite.pdf
http://aipack.com.au/index.cfm?MenuID=125
http://aipack.com.au/index.cfm?MenuID=135
www.au.tectura.com
www.aigroup.asn.au
www.khs.com
www.bsc.com.au
www.hbm.com.au


 AIP National Membership and Marketing Office 34 Lawson Street Oxley Qld 4075 AUSTRALIA 
Ph: 07 3278 4490  Email: info@aipack.com.au 2/4

Newsletter
n e w s       e v e n t s       p e o p l e

FEBRUARY 2008

Paul Adams
Chief Executive Offi  cer

Inveratek Group

Keith Bishop AAIP
General Manager
 Customer Insight
Amcor Australasia

Tony Mahar 
Director, Sustainable Development
Australian Food & Grocery Council 

(AFGC)

Dr Gerard Van Rijswijk MAIP 
Senior Policy Advisor

National Association of Retail 
Grocers of Australia

Lara Barclay
Executive Director, 

Buy Recycled Business 
Alliance

Dr Juin Majumdar
Assistant Manager

Sustainable Products, Centre for 
Design, RMIT University

Dr Simon Torok
Marine & Atmospheric Research,

CSIRO

James Tupper
ECR Learning &  Change Manager

IGD 

Andrew Streeter
Managing Director

Pack Track

Ian Neeland
Project Manager

Coles Supermarkets

Mike Ritchie
National General Manager, 

SITA Environmental Services

Dr Paul Singh
School of Packaging

Michigan State University 
USA

Andy Sweetman, Market 
Development Manager 

Sustainable Technologies 
Innovia Films

Frank Bova FAIP
Packaging Manager 

Kimberly-Clark Australia

Dr Frank Glatz
Innovation Manager
Plantic Technologies

Cao Xiao Ning 
Managing Director 

Shanghai Zijiang Metallisation 
Packaging Materials Co

Here are just a few of the speakers...

Dr Karli Verghese FAIP 
Manager, Sustainable 

Products, Centre for Design, 
RMIT University

Russ Martin
Director

MS2

Gavin Williams
Chief Executive Offi  cer
Packaging Council of 

Australia 

Doug Smith
Village Green Environmental 

Services

The Australian Institute of Packaging National Conference is designed to bring together the activities of food, beverage and packaging technologists, 
designers and researchers, as well as logistics experts in the investigation of future packaging solutions that incorporate sustainability. Through 
attendance, participants will gain an increased awareness of how the packaging industry can re-design, re-use, recycle to reduce the impacts of 
packaging throughout the entire life cycle of a product.  

The 2008 National Conference will have over 40 leading international and national speakers in a variety of fi elds to cater for everyone in the food, 
beverage, manufacturing and packaging industries. Keynote speakers are world-renowned experts in their fi elds and the program provides an 
extensive array of educational and technical opportunities for everyone in the industry. The AIP National Conference is open to both Members and 
non-members and is the largest educational conference of its kind in the industry. A not-to-be-missed event.

Have you registered?

http://www.aipack.com.au/index.cfm?MenuID=200
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Wednesday 5th March

Box Hill Golf Club, 202 Station Street, Box 
Hill (Melway ref 61 C3)

6.00 pm for a 6.30 pm start

Packaging Testing 

Richard Nowak, Olympus Sales Specialist, 
Thickness Gauges
Eric St Martins, SI Instruments, Testing 
Equipment
Scott Carse from IDM

When?

Where?

Time?

Theme?

Speakers?

Don’t miss out on the latest AIP activities for 2008

TECHNICAL DINNER 
 

ALL Members are invited to attend ANY events across the country.

Wednesday 6th February

Box Hill Golf Club, 202 Station Street, Box 
Hill (Melway ref 61 C3)

6.00 pm for a 6.30 pm start

Recycled Plastic Put to Good Use, Master 
Batches & European Packaging Trends

Mark Jacobsen, Sales and Marketing 
Manager, Replas
Steve Coulton, Sales Manager, Acquos
Dr Jefferson Hopewell, Consultant, Eco 
Products Agency

Tuesday 11th of March

Australian Industry Group 
20 Queens Rd 
Melbourne

12.30 pm for a 1.00 pm start

Light lunch and afternoon tea provided

Demystifying the National Packaging 
Covenant
Are you confused or mystified by the National 
Packaging Covenant? This course sets out to 
clarify and demystify the National Packaging 
Covenant and explain a company’s 
obligations when becoming a signatory to 
the Covenant.

Robin Tuckerman FAIP

When?

Where?

Time?

Theme?

Speakers?

When?

Where?

Time?

Theme?

Presenter?

CLICK HERE FOR BOOKING FORM

CLICK HERE FOR BOOKING FORM

DEMYSTIFYING THE NATIONAL PACKAGING 
COVENANT TRAINING COURSE

PACKAGING DESIGN DINNER 
SEMINAR

TUBES....CHANGING THE 
PACKAGING LANDSCAPE

 
Thursday 28th February

Oatlands Golf Course Club House
Bettington Road, Oatlands NSW 
(between Pennant Hills & Kissing Point 
Roads) 
Club House entry opposite Ellis Street 
(not Oatlands House)

6.00 pm for 6.30 pm Dinner

World Class Innovation & Excellence in 
Tube Packaging

Simon Scott of Impact International will 
be the guest speaker for the evening. This 
session will assist all disciplines in current 
& future packaging projects including 
marketing, packaging technologists and 
procurement.

When?

Where?

Time?

Theme?

Speaker?

CLICK HERE FOR BOOKING FORM

TECHNICAL DINNER  

CLICK HERE FOR BOOKING FORM

Wednesday 20th February

Redlands Room
Hilton Brisbane Hotel
190 Elizabeth Street, Brisbane City

12.30 pm for a 1.00 pm start

Prof. Harry Lovell FAIP, OAM

When?

Where?

Time?

Presenter?

CLICK HERE FOR BOOKING FORM

CLICK HERE FOR BOOKING FORM

Wh ?

W d

WWednWhWhhhhennen??????

PACKAGING 
SPECIFICATION

TRAINING COURSE

BY 
POPULAR 

DEMAND!
QLD

NSWVIC

VIC

VIC

http://www.aipack.com.au/index.cfm?MenuID=251
http://www.aipack.com.au/index.cfm?MenuID=243
http://www.aipack.com.au/index.cfm?MenuID=257
http://www.aipack.com.au/index.cfm?MenuID=255
http://www.aipack.com.au/index.cfm?MenuID=256
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PACKAGING
A   S    I    A        P    A    C    I    F    I    C

Tolerate the Tolerance

Injecting knowledge, 
stretching and blowing the 

mind 

Convincing, Chocolate, Cheese, Connoisseurs

Pierre Pienaar,  a fellow of AIP and director of PackTech 
Solutions Pty Ltd, recognised around the world as an educator 
in packaging technology, was engaged to conduct a half-day 
training course entitled Introduction to Plastics.

The December meeting of the Australian 
Institute of Packaging (AIP) in Victoria has 
traditionally been a festive event where partners 
who sacrifice quality family time during the year 
when the packaging person attends technical 
meetings are invited to come along and enjoy a 
presentation not totally related to packaging.

One of the objectives of the Australian 
Institute of Packaging (AIP) is to provide 
opportunities for people working in the 
packaging and related industries to be 
educated in packaging technology.
 
An opportunity arose recently when 
the AIP became aware that The 
Australian Industry Group (AI Group) 

is working with the Victorian Government to deliver the Industry 
Skills Advisers ’initiative which aims to develop skills within the 
packaging industry. 

CLICK HERE TO READ THE ARTICLE

CLICK HERE TO READ THE ARTICLE

CLICK HERE TO READ THE ARTICLE

NSW & QLD PLASTICS TRAINING 
COURSE DATES

SYDNEY

When?   Friday 7th March

Where?  Oatlands Golf Course Club House  
   Bettington Road, Oatlands
   (between Pennant Hills & Kissing Point  
   Roads)  Club House entry opposite Ellis   
   Street (not Oatlands House)

Time?    12.30 pm for a 1.00 pm start

Presenter?  Pierre Pienaar FAIP

BRISBANE

When?   Wednesday 26th March

Where?   Redlands Room
   Hilton Brisbane Hotel
   190 Elizabeth Street
   Brisbane City

Time?    12.30 pm for a 1.00 pm start

Presenter?  Pierre Pienaar FAIP

CLICK HERE FOR BOOKING FORMS

BY 
POPULAR 

DEMAND!

BY 
POPULAR 

DEMAND!

2008 
NATIONAL 

EVENTS 
CALENDAR

Click here 
to see the 
2008 National 
provisional 
calendar of 
events

Few of those working in the food and packaging industries 
have had formal education in food packaging. Decisions 
about which polymer to chose or what the effect on shelf life 
will be if a change is made in package dimensions or polymer 
type are often based on trial and error or intuition. This course 
is an attempt to fill that gap with respect to plastics packaging 
by discussing the basic principles behind polymer selection, 
deteriorative reactions in foods and shelf life.

Click here for 
VIC form

Click here for 
NSW form

Professional Workshop on
Plastics Packaging and Shelf Life

Overall Description:

Dr Robertson is the author of the definitive textbook on food packaging,
the 2nd edition of which was published in 2006 by CRC Press. Seven
chapters from the book form the course notes for the workshop. More
information on his background can be found on his website:
http://www.gordonlrobertson.com

Enquiries: For further details and
a registration form please contact
Dr Robertson directly:
info@gordonlrobertson.com

Topics covered include:

Functions and Environments of packaging Deteriorative reactions in foods
Structure and related properties of plastic polymers Extrinsic factors controlling reaction rates:
Classification of polymers Temperature

Molecular weight Water activity
Density Gas atmosphere (MAP) & Light
Crystallinity Definitions of shelf life and indices of failure
Physical transitions Factors controlling shelf life:

Chemical structure and key properties of plastics polymers Product characteristics
including polymer nanocomposites and biobased polymers Package properties
Processing and converting of thermoplastic polymers Distribution environment
Permeability of thermoplastic polymers including Shelf life estimation and polymer selection
solution, diffusion and permeation Practical examples of shelf life estimation
Transmission rates including accelerated shelf life testing and
Effect of temperature and humidity real life examples/case studies from attendees

Venue:
Melbourne: 9th – 10th April 2008
Medina Executive Flinders Street
88 Flinders Street
Melbourne VIC 3000

Intended Audience:
Product Developers; Packaging
Technologists; R&D Staff;
Food Scientists & Technologists;
Technical Sales Representatives;
Researchers.

Cost:
$900 which includes
refreshments plus lunches (2 days)
and a personal copy of the book
FOOD PACKAGING: PRINCIPLES
& PRACTICE 2nd edition 2006 by
Gordon Robertson (USD 93.95).

Registration:
Registration will be closed on
Wednesday 2

nd
April 2008 or

when the maximum class size
of 12 is reached.
Please register early to secure
your place.

Payment:

Payment can be made through
PayPal or by EFT (electronic funds
transfer) on registration.

Few of those working in the food and packaging industries have had formal education in food packaging. Decisions about
which polymer to chose or what the effect on shelf life will be if a change is made in package dimensions or polymer type
are often based on trial and error or intuition. This course is an attempt to fill that gap with respect to plastics packaging

by discussing the basic principles behind polymer selection, deteriorative reactions
in foods and shelf life. The properties of the newer biobased polymers such as
PLA and PHA will also be discussed.

The workshop will provide attendees the opportunity to
construct connections between food chemistry, packaging
design and polymer science to expand their knowledge base
and competence. Participants will identify key packaging
decision-making processes and will validate their new
knowledge to reframe package challenges and make
winning food packaging decisions. There will also be an
opportunity to discuss your own real life examples.

Learning Objectives:

� To understand the properties of the key plastics polymers available for food
packaging;

� To comprehend the major plastics processing methods;
� To appreciate the key deteriorative reactions which determine end of shelf

life;
� To solve food packaging challenges in package design and plastics

material selection;
� To justify and appraise package design and plastics material selections as

related to shelf life.

The workshop will be taught by Dr. Gordon L. Robertson.
Gordon was Foundation Professor of Packaging
Technology at Massey University where he taught food
packaging courses for 21 years. He then spent 11 years
with Tetra Pak in Asia. Now he is an adjunct Professor at
the University of Queensland and a consultant in food
packaging based in Brisbane, Australia.

Workshop Instructor:

Professional Workshop on
Plastics Packaging and Shelf Life

Overall Description:

Dr Robertson is the author of the definitive textbook on food packaging,
the 2nd edition of which was published in 2006 by CRC Press. Seven
chapters from the book form the course notes for the workshop. More
information on his background can be found on his website:
http://www.gordonlrobertson.com

Enquiries: For further details and
a registration form please contact
Dr Robertson directly:
info@gordonlrobertson.com

Topics covered include:

Functions and Environments of packaging Deteriorative reactions in foods
Structure and related properties of plastic polymers Extrinsic factors controlling reaction rates:
Classification of polymers Temperature

Molecular weight Water activity
Density Gas atmosphere (MAP) & Light
Crystallinity Definitions of shelf life and indices of failure
Physical transitions Factors controlling shelf life:

Chemical structure and key properties of plastics polymers Product characteristics
including polymer nanocomposites and biobased polymers Package properties
Processing and converting of thermoplastic polymers Distribution environment
Permeability of thermoplastic polymers including Shelf life estimation and polymer selection
solution, diffusion and permeation Practical examples of shelf life estimation
Transmission rates including accelerated shelf life testing and
Effect of temperature and humidity real life examples/case studies from attendees

Venue:
Sydney: 27th – 28th March 2008
Medina Executive Coogee
183 Coogee Bay Road
Coogee NSW 2034

Intended Audience:
Product Developers; Packaging
Technologists; R&D Staff;
Food Scientists & Technologists;
Technical Sales Representatives;
Researchers.

Cost:
$900 which includes
refreshments plus lunches (2 days)
and a personal copy of the book
FOOD PACKAGING: PRINCIPLES
& PRACTICE 2nd edition 2006 by
Gordon Robertson (USD 93.95).

Registration:
Registration will be closed on
Wednesday 19

th
March 2008 or

when the maximum class size
of 12 is reached.
Please register early to secure
your place.

Payment:

Payment can be made through
PayPal or by EFT (electronic funds
transfer) on registration.

Few of those working in the food and packaging industries have had formal education in food packaging. Decisions about
which polymer to chose or what the effect on shelf life will be if a change is made in package dimensions or polymer type
are often based on trial and error or intuition. This course is an attempt to fill that gap with respect to plastics packaging

by discussing the basic principles behind polymer selection, deteriorative reactions
in foods and shelf life. The properties of the newer biobased polymers such as
PLA and PHA will also be discussed.

The workshop will provide attendees the opportunity to
construct connections between food chemistry, packaging
design and polymer science to expand their knowledge base
and competence. Participants will identify key packaging
decision-making processes and will validate their new
knowledge to reframe package challenges and make
winning food packaging decisions. There will also be an
opportunity to discuss your own real life examples.

Learning Objectives:

� To understand the properties of the key plastics polymers available for food
packaging;

� To comprehend the major plastics processing methods;
� To appreciate the key deteriorative reactions which determine end of shelf

life;
� To solve food packaging challenges in package design and plastics

material selection;
� To justify and appraise package design and plastics material selections as

related to shelf life.

The workshop will be taught by Dr. Gordon L. Robertson.
Gordon was Foundation Professor of Packaging
Technology at Massey University where he taught food
packaging courses for 21 years. He then spent 11 years
with Tetra Pak in Asia. Now he is an adjunct Professor at
the University of Queensland and a consultant in food
packaging based in Brisbane, Australia.

Workshop Instructor:

MELBOURNE
SYDNEY

PROFESSIONAL WORKSHOP ON
PLASTICS PACKAGING AND SHELF LIFE

The workshop 
will be taught by 
Dr. Gordon L. 
Robertson FAIP

AIP Members can attend for the special rate 
of $850! Ask Gordon for details.

Don’t miss out on the latest AIP activities for 2008
ALL Members are invited to attend ANY events across the country.

http://aipack.com.au/Content/Attachment/AIP_NATIONAL_2008_EVENTS.pdf
http://www.aipack.com.au/index.cfm?MenuID=258
http://www.aipack.com.au/index.cfm?MenuID=259
http://www.aipack.com.au/index.cfm?MenuID=260
http://aipack.com.au/Content/Attachment/QLD_NSW_PLASTICS_TRAIN_MAR08.pdf
http://www.aipack.com.au/index.cfm?MenuID=28&EventID=110
http://www.aipack.com.au/index.cfm?MenuID=28&EventID=109
http://www.i-grafix.com/
http://www.westwick-farrow.com.au/mags/default.asp?origin=food
http://www.yaffa.com.au/btob/pkn.html
www.jrconsulting.com

